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Community Voice  
Social Media Toolkit  
December 2018 
 

 
 

 
Help #ProtectFamilies and stop this cruel new attack against immigrants. 
With less than one week in the comment period, we are sharing new 
information from focus groups with California families on how this shameful 
new regulation would have an impact on immigrant families, their children, 
and their communities.  
 
Use the direct words of parents and family members to make clear 
how you oppose policies that harm our families, our communities and 
our country.  
 

• Join the conversation 
o Use #ProtectFamilies and #NoToPublicCharge and tag us in 

your posts (@KidsPartnership on Twitter and Facebook) 

• Spread the word on social media 
o Save these social media graphics onto your desktop  
o Upload the graphics onto Twitter, Facebook, and/or Instagram 
o Include these crafted messages in your post  

 
• Use these quotes in your public comments with the following 

citation:  
 

The Children’s Partnership. “Community Voice Social Media Toolkit.” Public 
Charge. December 2018. Accessed December 05, 2018. 
https://www.childrenspartnership.org/priorities/public-charge/.  

 
• Send an email to your community 

o Include these quotes and social media graphics into any 
upcoming newsletters or to send to friends.  

 

 
For any questions about this toolkit, please email:  

Adriana Ramos-Yamamoto 
Health Policy Associate 

aramos@childrenspartnership.org  

https://www.childrenspartnership.org/priorities/public-charge/
mailto:aramos@childrenspartnership.org
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ABOUT THE PUBLIC CHARGE FOCUS GROUPS  

 
Last month, The Children’s Partnership, in partnership with Lake Research Partners, conducted a 
series of six focus groups among Latino, Black, and Asian Pacific Islander (API) immigrant 
parents across California to see how immigrant families are faring in today’s political climate, 
particularly with regard to proposed changes to public charge. This research effort served as an 
opportunity to better understand their current knowledge of public charge and the proposed 
changes and learn about their key questions, concerns, and perceptions on the proposed rule.  

 

Focus Group Takeaways: 

• Most of the respondents had heard of public assistance programs like Medi-Cal, CalFresh, 
and CalWORKs. They generally felt positively toward these programs and either use them 
currently or have used them in the past, and they cannot imagine these benefits not being 
available to people in need.  

• A few groups raised concerns about people abusing the system, but for many, abuse was 
not seen as a reason to limit benefits. This perception can be detrimental to efforts against 
the proposed public charge rule. 

• The concept of public charge was familiar to the majority of respondents, but they did not 
know specific details. Most had been warned to disenroll from public programs through 
word of mouth, from friends, relatives, or ethnic media. After reading the public charge 
definition, the majority of respondents thought the proposed rule was a bad idea and did 
not think that one’s immigration status should be linked to benefits. 

• Some respondents also viewed this proposed rule as “mean-spirited,” “ruthless,” and 
“uncaring.” They believe that the government is trying to dictate the “right” immigrants that 
come into the country, which they said does not include black and brown immigrants.  

• The majority of respondents believe that if this proposed rule were to go into effect, it 
would harm families and communities and result in higher costs to see the doctor, fewer 
immigrants seeking out healthcare, more self-medicating, and people no longer applying 
for help even when they need it.  

 

As a result of these focus groups, we captured some insightful reactions and impactful quotes 
to the proposed public charge rule that we would now like to share with you to elevate on 
social media and incorporate into your public commenting.  

 

Below you will find quotes from our focus groups along with accompanying social media 
graphics, organized by the following categories: 

 

1. The Proposed Rule is Harmful to Individual Families 

2. The Proposed Rule is Harmful to Communities 

3. The Proposed Rule is an Attack on Immigrants 

4. The Proposed Rule Goes Against American Values  

 

Sample Twitter Post: New @KidsPartnership focus group study found that many immigrant 
parents think #publiccharge is a bad idea. Submit your comments to #ProtectFamilies today: 

http://bit.ly/submitcomment  

 

Sample Twitter Post: @KidsPartnership spoke with immigrant parents to learn about their 
concerns about the proposed #publiccharge rule. Submit your comments to #ProtectFamilies 

today: http://bit.ly/submitcomment  

  

http://bit.ly/submitcomment
http://bit.ly/submitcomment
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Quotes and Social Media Graphics on Public Charge 
 

1. The Proposed Rule is Harmful to Individual Families 
 

  
Quote: “I am angry. I have small children. What is their 
future going to look like?”  
-Latina immigrant mother (Los Angeles, CA) 
 
Post 1: New @KidsPartnership focus group study found 
that many immigrant parents think #PublicCharge is a bad 
idea. Take action to #ProtectFamilies and submit your 
comments today: bit.ly/submitcomment  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Quote: “It would affect us. We [would] need to decide 
between health, food, and housing…If we want to have 
healthy and productive children in this country, we have to 
work as a team. Helping whoever comes, giving them the 
tools to build their future.”  
- Latina immigrant mother (Fresno, CA) 
 
Post 2: Our lives should be defined by how we contribute 
to our communities—not by how much money we have. A 
new proposed rule would ensure only wealthy immigrants 
could build a future in the U.S. We need to fight back to 
#ProtectFamilies! bit.ly/submitcomment  
 
 

 
 
Quote: “When [my kids] are sick, we must spend a lot 
money and it’s hard for me to pay…In the end I disagree 
with this. It will hurt me and my family so much.”  
- API immigrant mother (Los Angeles, CA) 
 
Post 3: Trump’s proposed “public charge” regulation would 
strip immigrant families of their access to health care 🏥 
and other supports. One immigrant mother that 
@KidsPartnership spoke with shared how it would harm 
her family. TAKE ACTION ➡️ bit.ly/submitcomment 
#ProtectFamilies  
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Quote: “If they were to take away Medi-Cal, I would really 
feel that a lot because I have three children, and honestly I 
wouldn’t be able to go through that.”  
- Latina immigrant mother (Fresno, CA) 
 
Post 4: Trump’s proposed “public charge” rule would strip 
immigrant families of health care and other supports that are 
critical for their health and wellbeing. TAKE ACTION ➡️ 
bit.ly/submitcomment #ProtectFamilies 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Quote: “I am in the CalWORKs program and I am very 
appreciative because in that program they send you to 
school…if I weren’t in that program, I wouldn’t have had any 
other possibility to be able to go back to school.”  
- Latina immigrant mother (Fresno, CA) 
 
Post 5: New @KidsPartnership focus group study found that 
many immigrant parents cannot imagine limiting immigrants’ 
access to public programs due to #PublicCharge. Take 
action to #ProtectFamilies and submit your comments today: 
bit.ly/submitcomment 
            
    
 

 
 

2. The Proposed Rule is Harmful to Communities 
 

Quote: “These services are basic human needs that should 
not be withheld. People should not have to worry about 
being punished for using a service that they need. This will 
harm our community because it takes away the sense of 
security from those people. This can lead to other negative 
effects in the community. Increased stress, anxiety, and 
fear.”  
- Black immigrant mother (San Diego) 
 
Post 1: 
We need a more inclusive, thoughtful, and empathetic 
America. The proposed #PublicCharge changes go against 
our values as a nation. We must come together, fight for the 
country we deserve, and #ProtectFamilies: 
bit.ly/submitcomment 
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Quote: “This proposed regulation would ultimately cause 
a health and housing crisis, due to the fact that immigrants 
will no longer seek these services for fear of being 
penalized. It’s just wrong!”  
- Black immigrant mother (Los Angeles, CA) 
 
Post 2: 
The proposed #PublicCharge changes go against our 
values as a nation. We must come together and fight for 
the country we deserve, and #ProtectFamilies: 
bit.ly/submitcomment 
 
 
 

 
Quote: “It will harm my community and my family. Living 
in fear is not what we expect from this country.” - Black 
immigrant mother (Los Angeles, CA) 
 
Post 3: Trump’s proposed “public charge” regulation 
would strip immigrant families of their access to health 
care 🏥 and other supports. One immigrant mother that 
@KidsPartnership spoke with shared how it would harm 
her family. TAKE ACTION bit.ly/submitcomment 
#ProtectFamilies 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Quote: “If some of these measures are enacted, there 
will be catastrophic consequences…It will force people 
more into the shadows. But also, it presents an 
opportunity for faith communities to be more about the 
business of what we should be about. To help the needy 
or the poor.”  
- Black immigrant father (San Diego, CA) 
 
Post 4: The Trump administration is attacking immigrant 
families. It’s up to us to stop it! Do your part to 
#ProtectFamilies by submitting a public comment 
against the new regulation. The government is required 
to read each comment: bit.ly/submitcomment 
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Quote: “We’ve got to stop it. We’ve got to stop it.  We 
have to become more informed and more engaged.”  
- Black immigrant father (San Diego, CA) 
 
Post 5:  We need a more inclusive, thoughtful, and 
empathetic America. The proposed #PublicCharge 
changes go against our values as a nation. We must 
come together, fight for the country we deserve, and 
#ProtectFamilies: bit.ly/submitcomment 
 
 
     
 
 
 

 
3. The Proposed Rule is an Attack on Immigrants 

 
Quote: “They are attacking immigrants with this public 
charge. It’s very clear.”  
- Latina immigrant mother (Los Angeles, CA) 
 
Post 1: The Trump administration is attacking immigrant 
families. It’s up to us to stop it! Do your part to 
#ProtectFamilies by submitting a public comment 
against the new regulation. The government is required 
to read each comment: bit.ly/submitcomment  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Quote: “I strongly do not support the plan to take away 
public assistance from legal residents in the United 
States because health care assistance is extremely 
important to me and my family. I will protest if the U.S 
government discontinues public assistance to legal 
immigrants.” -API immigrant mother (Los Angeles, CA) 
 
Post 2: The Trump Administration is trying to punish 
immigrants for taking care of their families. Do your 
part to #ProtectFamilies by submitting a public 
comment against the new regulation: 
bit.ly/submitcomment 
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Quote: “I feel taking away the ability to use these 
public services can harm my family from thriving. We 
never know when a household will need these type of 
benefits in the future! I feel this should not affect 
immigrants only and is racial profiling. You can’t just 
judge someone by what they are going through.” -API 
immigrant mother (San Diego, CA) 
 
Post 3: We need a more inclusive, thoughtful, and 
empathetic America. The proposed #PublicCharge 
changes go against our values as a nation. We must 
come together, fight for the country we deserve, and 
#ProtectFamilies: bit.ly/submitcomment 
 
 
 
Quote: “Taking away the ability to use these public 
services would cause harm to my family and the 
community…it would be hard for us to start better lives 
here in America. These programs are helpful for 
families that are starting over and everyone has to be 
given a chance to improve their lives.” -API immigrant 
mother (San Diego, CA) 
 
Post 4: We need a more inclusive, thoughtful, and 
empathetic America. The proposed #PublicCharge 
changes go against our values as a nation. We must 
come together, fight for the country we deserve, and 
#ProtectFamilies: bit.ly/submitcomment 
 
      

     
 
4. The Proposed Rule Goes Against American Values  

 
Quote: “If passed this would be a mean-spirited act 
that would have damming aspects on the lives of any 
people who only want to experience the American 
Dream. We have money for wars but can’t help and 
support the poor. As Americans, we cannot make it 
harder for those that already have it hard. We must 
stop public charge.”  
-Black immigrant father (San Diego) 
 
Post 1: 
Our lives should be defined by how we contribute to 
our communities—not by how much money we have. 
A new proposed rule would ensure only wealthy 
immigrants could build a future in the U.S. We need to 
fight back to #ProtectFamilies! bit.ly/submitcomment 
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Quote: “It would hurt a lot because there are people 
that truthfully need this help and it does not seem 
fair to me that asking for help, which is your right 
and your children’s right, (can) affect the migratory 
status of people.”  
-Latino immigrant father (Los Angeles, CA) 
 
Post 2: 
New @KidsPartnership focus group study found 
that many immigrant parents think #PublicCharge is 
a bad idea. One immigrant parent shared that this 
rule does not seem fair. Take action to 
#ProtectFamilies and submit your comments today: 
bit.ly/submitcomment 
 
 

 
Quote: “The reason America is strong compared to 
other countries [is] because of the immigrants like 
us. This country is like a melting pot and other 
people from different countries that come here 
make this country stronger.”  
- API immigrant father (San Diego, CA) 
 
Post 3: 
We need a more inclusive, thoughtful, and 
empathetic America. The proposed #PublicCharge 
changes go against our values as a nation. We 
must come together, fight for the country we 
deserve, and #ProtectFamilies: 
bit.ly/submitcomment 
 
 
 
Quote: “The current administration is ruthless, 
selfish, and uncaring. Immigrant or not, everyone 
has trials and tribulations. The reason for the 
greatness of the country is the value of assisting 
the helpless. Why remove what little help is already 
available?”  
- API immigrant father (San Diego, CA) 
 
Post 4: 
The proposed #PublicCharge rule would favor 
wealthy immigrants over others seeking to follow 
the path of upward mobility. Many immigrant 
parents that @KidsPartnership spoke with agree. 
Take action to #ProtectFamilies 
bit.ly/submitcomment 
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Quote: “Don’t pass, as this will harm my family 
and community. It’s unfair for the people come to 
USA who want work hard and build a better life. 
USA should be for all the people wherever 
he/she has money or not.”  
- API immigrant mother (Los Angeles, CA) 
 
Post 5: 
Our lives should be defined by how we contribute 
to our communities—not by how much money we 
have. A new proposed rule would ensure only 
wealthy immigrants could build a future in the 
U.S. We need to fight back to #ProtectFamilies! 
bit.ly/submitcomment 
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